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May 30, 2023
Members of the Wharf District Council, recognizing the importance of their role in protecting Boston from sea level rise, in 2019 formed
a public/private partnership called the WDC Climate Resilience Task Force.  Its charter is to create a conceptual district-scale protection
and resiliency plan.  In concert with the city, state, and federal agencies and the property owners from Christopher Columbus Park to
the Congress Street Bridge, the goal is to provide for the safety of residents and visitors and to protect the billions of dollars in public
and private assets both along the waterfront and inland from current and future coastal flood events and sea level rise.

The objective of this planning effort is a to produce an equitable and inclusive conceptual plan that:
i. defines an engineering approach that provides effective flood protection at 2070 sea levels, leveraging previous studies by both

public and private entities
ii. thoughtfully addresses connection points between properties to produce a connected barrier along the harbor’s edge

iii. identifies the costs, process and priority of actions and strategies for achieving those solutions.

This report is the result of the past three years’ discussions that have led to a consensus resilience solution for the Wharf District,
allowing property owners to plan with confidence that their individual improvements are consistent with the district-wide approach.
The next phase is to coordinate with governmental agencies on the larger-scale design and implementation, and to work with
neighboring districts to link each of our plans.

What this plan is not (yet):
¶ A design for the public realm atop the identified resilient engineering solutions; much public discussion remains as to what the

newly configured waterfront should look and feel like
¶ A clear pathway for permitting; regulations and legislation likely need to be clarified for Boston to create a resilient waterfront
¶ Specificity as to ownership, maintenance or regulation of use of newly created open space
¶ A full investigation of water transportation infrastructure; all existing docks and water-transit access remain unimpeded by the

current plan, but a future study may result in a better configuration than the current one

Many thanks to the host of government leaders, the many volunteers, the generous funders, and the dedicated consultants who have
helped us take this major step forward. There is a long way to go, but we are on the right path to a waterfront better suited to address
the social and environmental challenges of the future.

Marc Margulies, FAIA
President, Wharf District Council
Rowes Wharf Residences Resident
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Project Team
Wharf District Council Climate Resilience Taskforce and Management Team members have volunteered many hours
of their time and a wealth of invaluable knowledge to this effort.

Wharf District Council Climate Resilience Taskforce
Aaron Michlewitz – MA House of Representatives

Alice Brown – Boston Harbor Now

Andy Coville – Brodeur

Andrew Dankwerth – Pembroke

Ann Lagasse – Ocean Havens

Anne Rogan – Capital Properties

Bill Zielinski – SKW Partners , Hook Wharf Project

BJ Moriarty – Moriarty Partners, Hook Wharf Project

Bob Gordon – Harbor Towers Resident

Bob Gowdy – Harbor Towers Board

Brian Abramson, Servidyne – for Rowes Wharf

Brian Koop – Boston Properties

Bud Ris – Green Ribbon Commission

Carole Charnow – Boston Childrens Museum

Cathy Baker-Eclipse – Boston Park’s & Recreation

Charlayne Murrell-Smith – Boston Childrens Museum

Cheryl Delgreco – North End Waterfront Residents Association

Chris Bush – BPDA

Chris Cook – Greenway Conservancy

Chris Fincham

Chris Osgood – Boston Mayor’s Office

Doug Gribbel – Folio Condominium, WDC Executive Committee

Fernando Bent- Mulling  - Rasta Rootz

Heidi Wolf – InterContinental Residences

Joe Christo – Stone Living Lab

Jack Clark – Pembroke

John Rogers – MA House of Representative

Kara Dominguez, Cushman Wakefield – for 400 and 470 Atlantic Ave

Kate England – Director of Green Infrastructure – City of Boston

Kathy Abbott – Boston Harbor Now

Kelly Roche – Broadluxe Condominium

Jack Clarke – Pembroke

Joanne Hayes Rines – Friends of Christopher Columbus Park &
Harbor Tower Board

John Cleveland – Green Ribbon Commission

John Larivee – Rowes Wharf Residences

John Moriarty III

Larry Coe – InterContinental Residences

Marc Grossman – Harbor Towers I resident

Martha Laposata – Harbor Towers

Michael Travis – Boston Children’s Museum.

Ray Green – InterContinental Residences

Rich McGuinness – Boston Planning and Development Agency

Sanjay Seth – Environmental Protection Agency

Shelia Willard – InterContinental Residences, WDC Executive
Committee

Stephen Johnston – Boston Harbor Hotel, WDC Executive Committee
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Project Team

Wharf District Council Climate Resilience Taskforce Management Team
Don Chiofaro Jr. – Chiofaro Company

Kate Dineen – A Better City

Kristan McLaughlin – Pembroke

Luz Arregoces - New England Aquarium, Director of Community Relations

Marc Margulies – Wharf District Council President, Rowes Wharf Residences

Matthew Murphy – Boston Harbor City Cruises

Matt Rubins – Harbor Towers Board

Norman Meisner – Harbor Towers Board

Rick Musiol – New England Aquarium, WDC Executive Committee

Susanne Lavoie – WDC Executive Director

Steve Mitchell – Chiofaro Company

Wesley Stimpson – Harbor Towers Board

Consultant Team



6

Acknowledgements
The Wharf District Council wishes to acknowledge and thank the many individuals and organizations who have
contributed their support and time to help develop this plan.

The Wharf District Council would also like to thank the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for their generous support.



7



8








































































































































































